Ludlow Recreation
Committee Meeting
Tuesday, February 10th, 2026
S5pm
Ludlow Community Center

Present: Nick Miele, Marissa Selleck, Scott Baitz, Joe Gurdak, Frank Provance, Pat Gray and Marissa
Foote

Call to order 5:08 p.m.

Comments from Citizens
- Marissa would like to know how she could be part of the recreation committee.
- Nick mentioned that she would just need to submit a letter of interest to the Select Board
by the April meeting.
Approval of Minutes:
e Frank made a motion to approve January’s minutes as written; Scott seconded the motion.
Passed unanimously.

Director’s Report

Youth Basketball: This past month all our teams continued their busy season with practices and
games. Over the course of the month of January, we hosted a handful of home games in the
Ludlow Community Center, and the spectator turnout was fantastic. We continued to enhance
the experience for the athletes by playing some pregame music. The parents continue to be huge
supporters by getting the athletes to practice, and games on times. Parents have also stepped up
to run the scoreboard when I have to officiate games which is a huge help. As always, when
January ends there are just a few more weeks left in the season until tournament time. Our 3/4
teams will play in a jamboree on Saturday in the community center since the season will be
finishing up quickly. The 5/6 boys will be participating in the Flood Brook March Mayhem
tournament which starts at the end of next month.

e Marissa wanted to know how the information is communicated to the parents
o Nick mentioned that we utilize sportsengine to communicate games and practices
and it is extremely helpful for families.

Community Center: The Community Center continues to be consistently busy each night
during the week with our youth basketball program; however, the adults certainly take advantage
of the space as well by participating in our open gym, volleyball, basketball, fitness center and
pickleball. The pickleball group is consistently playing at least 5 times a week and our volleyball
group is playing two times a week. Our fitness center continues to be popular as we have a total
of 26 members. We also hosted the Boy Scouts, numerous meetings, a blood drive, a cooking
class and two community meals. The community center continues to impress new visitors with
how well the building is taken care of. We are also assisting the Black River Valley Senior
Center, by sharing their offerings with members of the community.




Updates:
-West Hill Ice Skating:

Erin Ladd, wanted to be here, but she had a prior commitment.
Frank mentioned that he reached out to Bruce out Okemo inquiring about ice skating
and Bruce’s response is open to supporting the rec departments effort to have an ice
rink by providing the boards and discuss loaning the ice skates.
Frank mentioned that Erin has been on top of this issue with the Act 250 permit.
Scott mentioned that the response from Vail will be slow and we should be looking
forward to next winter for a town ice Rink. Penny would like the ice rink at Dorsey
because it is in the village.
Scott also wanted the mentioned that Phil Carter was at the Select Board meeting and
mentioned that there were a few trees that have been donated

o Scott mentioned that there could be some installation cost and inquired how

much money was in the dog park donations.

o Nick mentioned that he would talk to Ulla.
Scott mentioned that the park is quite popular, but does need shade. Phil Carter is
planning to get 15’ to 20’ tall trees that will provide shade.
Frank mentioned that Tim Calabrese would be a good resource.
Nick mentioned that trees this summer would be a great addition to the park and
depending on the cost, the utilization of the rec facilities fund could be an option.
Joe mentioned that maintaining an ice rink is tough and there are many cold nights in
the winter.
Frank mentioned that a neat idea that he saw when he was out west was an ice-skating
trail and it would be a great winter activity in Ludlow.

o Scott asked about the rough cost.

o Nick mentioned around 10K
Joe mentioned that operating an ice rink is a ton of work and that does not include
providing ice skates.

- AARP Grant for picnic tables

Nick mentioned that Cherry has located a grant to help improve our parks. She
mentioned that picnic tables have been approved before and that this would be a good
fit.

o Nick shared some possible options that are around $1000 per table.

o Frank mentioned he likes the “grate” style because they are vandalism proof.
Nick mentioned that as we move forward with this grant, that he would like us to begin
thinking about a new design for the town hall park. This will spruce up the middle of our
town and allow Cherry to search for grants with this in mind.

-Upcoming events:

Easter Egg Hunt
o Nick mentioned the Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be on April 4" and the
scheduled start for the guessing jars is 9:30 am with the hunt starting at 10am.



e Green Up Day

o Nick mentioned that Vermont’s Annual Green Up Day is May 2.

o Nick mentioned that he just purchased 127 grabbers from Harbor Freight
because they were $2.99 per grabber. The offer was too good to pass up and if
volunteers take them the recreation department is not at a great loss.

o Nick mentioned that he is thankful for the support of local businesses and is
looking forward to having a good BBQ

= Nick mentioned that Squeels on Wheels is going to make some peach
cobbler.
= Nick is also trying to get additional donations from Shaws to help lower
the cost of the volunteer BBQ.
e Opening Day

o The start of Little League will be on May 9% and Nick will coordinate with the

local fire departments to be a part of the parade.
= Nick mentioned that he will check with Penny to see if she is willing to
throw out the first pitch.

o Nick also is waiting to hear if Cavendish will combine with Ludlow this season. He
is pretty sure that they will combine because they do not have a place to play.

o Frank mentioned that Diamond Realty is willing to sponsor a team.

= Nick will get back to Frank with a cost of sponsoring a team.
e Summer Concert Series

o Nick mentioned that Chris Kleeman is going to line up our music again and we

are looking forward to having 8 concerts this summer.
o 4th of July

o Nick Mentioned that the Ludlow Rotary Club is supporting the fireworks this year
with a $5000 donation. This is a huge help toward our fundraising goal and this is
the Ludlow Rotary Clubs 100t year.

= Nick has received their unique logo for this year and it makes too much
sense to add logos to the T-shirt because of Okemo’s 70t anniversary logo
along with the Rotary’s 100™ anniversary logo.

o Nick mentioned that he is also presenting at the next rotary club meeting in
March to talk about the upcoming summer.

e Letter of Intent for Ludlow Rec Committee members

o Nick spoke with Tori at the office and everyone needs to submit a letter except

Joe Gurdak.

Adjournment
Motion made by Scott Baitz with a second from Joe Gurdak. Meeting was adjourned at 5:51 pm.

Next Regular Meeting:
e March 10" at 5pm in Community Center



Respectfully summited,
Nick Miele/ Parks and Rec director

Marissa Selleck/Chair

Joe Gurdak

Frank Provance

Scott Baitz/Vice Chair

Patrick Gray

Zoe Trimboli



